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Université de Toulouse, CNRS
Toulouse, France

isabelle.queinnec@laas.fr

Erivelton Nepomuceno
Centre for Ocean Energy Research

Department of Electronic Engineering
Maynooth University
Maynooth, Ireland

erivelton.nepomuceno@mu.ie

Abstract—This study explores the integration of Control Co-
Design (CCD) with Linear Quadratic Regulator (LQR) optimisa-
tion to enhance DC motor performance. Focusing on early design
stages, it demonstrates how CCD and LQR can cooperatively
improve system parameters, addressing both step and triangular
disturbances. Results show significant enhancements, including
up to 44.3% overshoot reduction and 62.2% energy consumption
decrease, alongside a notable reduction in maximum actuator
voltage by 51.1%. These findings underscore the technical ad-
vantages of incorporating CCD and LQR optimisation from the
outset of system design, offering a comprehensive framework
for achieving superior system performance, adaptability, and
efficiency. The results contribute valuable technical insights into
the application of CCD in system optimisation.

Index Terms—Control Co-design, optimisation, LQR control,
DC motor.

I. INTRODUCTION

Optimisation in engineering, a concept of paramount im-
portance, finds relevance in a wide range of disciplines,
significantly contributing to advances in system performance
and efficiency [1, 2]. Its strategic application spans diverse
fields, from refining flight trajectories in aerospace engineering
[3] to enhancing power distribution in electrical systems [4].
The importance of optimisation is not restricted to intricate
or extensive systems; its pertinence extends to apparently
simpler systems, where even minor enhancements might result
in substantial benefits. Examples include mechanical systems
like pulleys and gears, whose efficiency can directly impact
manufacturing processes, or basic electrical circuits, where
optimisation can lead to energy savings and improved per-
formance [5, 6].

Although optimisation is widely used, there is a tendency,
especially in control systems, to delay the implementation
of optimisation tactics until later phases of development [7].
The literature examines this subject in many settings, but
there is still need for a more targeted investigation into the
integration of early-stage optimisation. This is particularly
important given the potential benefits that such integration may
have on the efficiency and effectiveness of systems.
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Addressing this gap, Control Co-Design emerges as a trans-
formative approach, integrating control strategies right from
the initial design stages [8]. This methodology is a departure
from conventional design processes, where control aspects
are considered post-facto [9]. Howerver, control co-design
is more applied in systems with high dynamic coupling, as
it is not common to encounter applicability in non-complex
systems in the literature. Therefore, some examples of CCD
applied to systems with high dynamic complexity include
satellites [10], control of vehicular platoons [11, 12], vehicular
suspension [13], robotics [14, 15], redundant actuation [16]
and aircraft [17].

On the other hand, the holistic approach of CCD could also
be advantageous for simpler systems, where traditional ap-
proaches may neglect the potential gains from early-stage opti-
misation. In simpler systems, applying CCD can lead to design
solutions that are not only efficient but also cost-effective. The
early integration of control strategies can simplify the system
architecture, reducing the need for complex and expensive
hardware, thereby lowering production costs and simplifying
maintenance and operation. Furthermore, CCD in simpler
systems can enhance modularity, allowing for easy upgrades
and scalability, which is crucial for adapting to evolving
academic research and experimental needs.

In this work, the application of CCD, coupled with op-
timisation techniques, is explored through the optimisation
of a DC motor. Despite being a fundamental and seemingly
straightforward component in many engineering applications,
ranging from small consumer devices to larger industrial
machines [18, 19], the DC motor exemplifies a system where
CCD can significantly enhance performance. By embedding
advanced control strategies, such as the Linear Quadratic
Regulator, into the motor’s design phase, the study aims
to demonstrate the efficacy of CCD in optimising even the
simpler systems. This analysis is critical in assessing the
effectiveness of each strategy in refining the LQR parameters
and understanding their impacts on the performance of the DC
motor. Through this exploration, the research offers insights
into the application of these techniques in enhancing simpler
engineering systems.



II. CONTROL CO-DESIGN OVERVIEW

Control co-design, which integrates control principles from
the start, is a novel approach to system design and de-
velopment. According to [8], this paradigm shift prioritises
simultaneous consideration of control systems and physical
components during design, unlike traditional practices that
move control to a later stage. CCD involves the system
control team from the start to achieve synergistic system
optimisation rather than subsystem optimisation. Integration
may increase control efficiency, cost reduction, and product
dependability [20].

According to Garcia-Sanz [8], CCD is usually delim-
ited by co-optimisation, co-simulation, and control-inspired
paradigms. Co-optimisation involves optimising both the con-
trol system and the physical system simultaneously, rather than
optimising them separately as in traditional design processes
[21]. This approach can lead to improved system performance
and reduced design time . Co-simulation is another technique
that involves simulating both the control system and the physi-
cal system together, allowing engineers to test and optimise the
system as a whole [22]. This approach can help identify poten-
tial issues and improve system performance. Control-inspired
design, as the name suggests, involves drawing inspiration
from control theory to design other engineering systems [23].
For example, engineers may use the principles of feedback
control to design systems that can adapt and self-correct in
response to changing conditions.

The CCD approach can be summarised by three model-
based strategies: iterative, simultaneous, and nested [24]. In
this article it was applied the simultaneous strategy that
integrates all dynamic system-control interactions within a
single optimisation model, thus ensuring a comprehensive
and system-level optimal outcome. This method facilitates the
concurrent optimisation of both system and control variables,
which enhances the efficiency and effectiveness through bidi-
rectional coupling, as follows the optimisation formulation
with two sets of disciplinary design variables, x and y, and
three sets of constraints, gx(x), gy(y), and gxy(x,y).

min f(x) + f(y) + f(x,y)
subject to gx(x) ≤ 0, gy(y) ≤ 0

gxy(x,y) ≤ 0

III. FORMULATION OF THE CO-DESIGN AND
OPTIMISATION PROBLEM

This section discusses the optimisation of DC motor control
parameters. This optimisation challenge involves modifying
DC motor and control settings to achieve control goals and
improve performance. Optimising motor performance within
restrictions is often the main focus. The settings are adjusted to
minimise a stated objective function, which measures system
performance. This optimisation method uses control co-design,
which considers the system model and control design concur-
rently. Optimising motor characteristics and control technique
together improves system performance.

A. Control Formulation

The DC motor design in Fig. 1 includes key features
including armature resistance (R), armature inductance (L),
and the back electromotive force (Vemf ), which is the voltage
caused by the changing magnetic field.

Fig. 1: The structure of the DC motor.

The motor’s transfer function is modelled by the following
equation:

ω(s)

Va(s)
=

Km

(Ls+R)(Js+Kf ) +KmKb
. (1)

The block diagram presented in Fig. 2 denotes a LQR
control system employed to regulate the speed of the DC
motor. This specific implementation includes an integration
of the error signal, which suggests the incorporation of an
integral action in the control scheme to eliminate steady-state
errors, enhancing the system’s response to disturbances.

Fig. 2: Design of the linear quadratic regulator for the feedback
structure.

Based on the Newton’s law combined with the Kirchhoff’s
law, the state vector for the system is defined as x = (ω, i)
where i represents the armature current and ω represents the
motor speed. The LQR technique utilises the state vector x
along with the integral of error to generate the driving voltage
Va. The resultant voltage assumes the form of:

Va = K1 × ω +K2 ×
ω

s
+K3 × i, (2)

where [K1 K2 K3] are the controller’s gains. The con-
trol objective is to manipulate the driving voltage, Va, based on
the state feedback and the error integral, to ensure that ω tracks
the reference speed, ωref , as closely as possible. To synthesise
the control signal, a cost function is employed which penalises
large integral errors for Q22 ≫ 1:

Jlqr =

∫ t1

t0

(Q22q(t)
2 +Q11ω(t)

2 +RlqrVa(t)
2) dt, (3)

where q(s) = ω(s)
s , Qlqr =

[
Q11 0
0 Q22

]
.



This is indicative of a weighted approach within the cost
function where the integral of the error, signifying the accu-
mulated discrepancy over time between the desired and actual
output, is given considerable significance. By imposing a
heavier penalty on the integral of the error, the LQR controller
is tuned to be more sensitive to the sustained errors, thereby
reinforcing the system’s robustness against disturbances and
model uncertainties.

The enhanced system’s dynamics, utilising the motor model
and integral action to represent speed, compute the LQR gain,
Klqr. Including the error integral in state-space requires this
adjustment. Creating a compensator after calculating LQR gain
completes the plant’s open-loop system. Open-loop systems
are regulated by feedback operations that compare output and
input. Complete status feedback is provided to the controller
for all system states. This creates the closed-loop system and
retrieves the transfer function that relates the reference speed,
disturbances, and output speed for simulation.

B. Optimisation Problem Formulation

The generic formulation of a simultaneous optimisation
problem for DC motor control can be expressed as:

min f(x) + f(y) + f(x,y)
subject to gx(x) ≤ 0, gy(y) ≤ 0

gxy(x,y) ≤ 0
xmin ≤ x ≤ xmax
ymin ≤ y ≤ ymax

• f(x) and f(y) represent the functions that assess the
performance of the DC motor, specifically measuring the
overshoot and energy consumption. These functions are
intricately linked to the employed control strategy.

• The simultaneous optimisation of the function f(x,y)
is achieved by assigning complementary weights to the
metrics, as delineated in Eq. 5. This allocation ensures
that the sum of the weights equals 1, thereby facilitating
a balanced consideration of the trade-offs between over-
shoot and energy consumption. This approach guarantees
that enhancements in one metric do not detrimentally
impact the other.

• x and y are the vectors of decision variables correspond-
ing to the DC motor parameters R, L, Km, Kb, Kf , J ,
and in the case of LQR, Q11, Q22, and Rlqr.

By the armature voltage, Va calculated in Eq.(2) and the
armature current, i (one of system states), it is possible
to calculate the power (Pa) and, consequently, the energy
consumed. This energy is one of the metrics aimed to be
minimised in the cost function.

Energy =

∫ t

0

Pa(t) dt (4)

The objective function, f(x), expresses DC motor perfor-
mance measures. The goal function is a linear mixture of
normalised performance measurements.

cost = λ× Overshoot + ϕ× Energy, (5)

where λ and ϕ are the weights of each metric. This cost
function evaluates control quality and balances overshoot
and energy consumption to provide exact performance and
energy efficiency. Overshoot and energy consumption are cost
function elements for stability, user experience, mechanical
stress reduction, environmental impact reduction, cost savings,
and DC motor control system efficiency. A comprehensive
control co-design technique highlights the connection between
control strategy and system attributes for optimal performance.
The optimisation procedure considers Objective Function Tol-
erance (fmincon function), terminating when the change in
objective function value between iterations is ≥ 10−6. The
flowchart in Fig. 3 outlines the procedures for co-design and
optimisation.

Fig. 3: Flowchart illustrating the step-by-step methodology.

IV. NUMERICAL EXAMPLE

The adaptability and efficiency of the CCD technique in
optimising the performance of a DC motor control system
is shown by its application in two distinct disturbances: step
and ramp. By modifying the weights in the cost function to
emphasise various elements of system performance, the CCD
technique consistently produces satisfying outcomes that are
customised to the particular disturbance being targeted.

• Case 01: λ = 0.9 and ϕ = 0.1
• Case 02: λ = 0.5 and ϕ = 0.5
• Case 03: λ = 0.1 and ϕ = 0.9
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Fig. 4: The two case of disturbances.

In the present example, the parameter values for the motor
were derived from the data presented in [25], where the
maximum value for Va is 280V. While respecting a parameter
variation limit of 20%. Figures 5, 6, 8 and 9 illustrates the
effect on the motor’s performance by showing the system’s
temporal response for three distinct scenarios. For this exam-
ple, cost function metrics were normalised to values between
0 and 1 to maintain the same influence on the weighting.
The optimisation led to parameter adjustments in motors and
controllers, achieving a balance between reducing overshoot
and improving energy efficiency through CCD. This approach
enhanced system performance, efficiency, and safety.

Furthermore, the initial parameter values significantly im-
pact the convergence process, as indicated by the function
count. For both disturbances, the count was around 100 when
the initial parameters favoured overshoot reduction. However,
when the weight on energy efficiency increased, the count
reached nearly 300, as present in Figures (7) and (10). This
emphasises the significance of initial parameters in optimisa-
tion, demonstrating that starting values closer to the aim of
reducing overshoot result in more efficient convergence when
the main objective is to minimise this metric. Results details
follow.

A. Step Disturbance

TABLE I: Results for step disturbance: Comparison of results
with initial parameter values vs. optimised values.

Initial
Parameters Case 01 Case 02 Case 03

R 0.5 0.4 0.474 0.6
L 0.01 0.008 0.008 0.008
Km 1.23 1.476 1.476 1.024
Kb 1.23 1.476 1.476 1.398
Kf 0.02 0.024 0.024 0.019
J 0.05 0.06 0.041 0.04
Q11 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.4
Q22 10 12 10 9.99
Rlqr 0.5 0.4 0.6 0.6

Metrics
Energy 0.119 0.139 0.059 0.045
Overshoot 0.181 0.120 0.147 0.203
max(Va) 265.0 253.7 159.9 129.7

For Case 01, with a weight configuration of λ = 0.9 and
ϕ = 0.1, the overshoot was reduced from 0.181 to 0.120,
indicating an enhancement in system response. However, this
was achieved at the expense of increased energy consumption,
which rose from 0.119 to 0.139. Furthermore, the maximum
actuator voltage saw a reduction from 265V to 253.7V.

Case 02, where weights were balanced between overshoot
and energy consumption (λ = 0.5 and ϕ = 0.5), presented an
optimal trade-off. The overshoot was moderately adjusted to
0.147, while energy consumption saw a significant decrease
to 0.059. The maximum actuator voltage was notably reduced
to 159.9V.

In Case 03, with a focus on energy efficiency (λ = 0.1
and ϕ = 0.9), the lowest energy consumption was achieved
at 0.045, albeit with an increase in overshoot to 0.203. This
scenario also saw the most substantial reduction in maximum
actuator voltage to 129.7V. The increase in resistance to 0.6
in this case suggests an adjustment aimed at managing energy
consumption more effectively.
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Fig. 5: Motor performance was assessed by comparing results
for the initial values with the results under step disturbance.
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Fig. 6: Controlled voltage performance for three distinct
scenarios of optimisation under step disturbance.

B. Triangular Wave Disturbance

In Case 01, the emphasis on minimising overshoot led to a
reduction from the initial 0.309 to 0.172. This improvement
in system response was slightly offset by a marginal increase
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Fig. 7: Cost evaluation for the optimisation cases under step
disturbance.

TABLE II: Results for triangular wave disturbance: Compar-
ison of results with initial parameter values vs. optimised
values.

Initial
Parameters Case 01 Case 02 Case 03

R 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.557
L 0.01 0.008 0.008 0.008
Km 1.23 1.476 1.476 1.476
Kb 1.23 1.476 1.476 1.476
Kf 0.02 0.024 0.024 0.024
J 0.05 0.06 0.04 0.04
Q11 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4
Q22 10 12 12 12
Rlqr 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.6

Metrics
Energy 0.120 0.122 0.074 0.055
Overshoot 0.309 0.172 0.188 0.259
max(Va) 256.0 213.2 196.6 146.4

in energy consumption from 0.120 to 0.122. Furthermore, the
maximum actuator voltage was reduced from 256V to 213.2V.

Case 02 balanced the weights for overshoot and energy
consumption, achieving a compromise with the overshoot ad-
justed to 0.188 and a notable reduction in energy consumption
to 0.074. The maximum actuator voltage witnessed a further
reduction to 196.6V.

In Case 03, the lowest energy consumption was recorded at
0.055, albeit at the cost of increased overshoot to 0.259. This
scenario also saw the most substantial reduction in maximum
actuator voltage to 146.4V. As in the first disturbance, the
increase in resistance to 0.557 suggests an adjustment aimed
at managing energy consumption more effectively.

V. CONCLUSION

In this study, the integration of CCD in the early stages
of DC motor system design has yielded noteworthy results,
underscoring the methodology’s efficacy. The research, while
preliminary, demonstrates the potential benefits of incorporat-
ing CCD in the early stages of design, particularly in improv-
ing efficiency and performance. Traditionally, optimisation
strategies are applied in later stages, often leading to subopti-
mal performance in simpler systems. This work demonstrates
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Fig. 8: Motor performance was assessed by comparing results
for the initial values with the results under triangular wave
disturbance.
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Fig. 9: Controlled voltage performance for three distinct
scenarios of optimisation under triangular wave disturbance.
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Fig. 10: Cost evaluation for the optimisation cases under
triangular wave disturbance.

the substantial benefits of early-stage optimisation, particularly
in terms of efficiency, reliability, and adaptability.

Applying CCD techniques on a DC motor to tackle both step
and triangular disturbances revealed the approach’s capability
to enhance system performance through meticulous parameter
adjustments. The application of CCD led to notable achieve-
ments, including overshoot reduction by up to 44.3% and
energy consumption decrease by up to 62.2%, showcasing the



methodology’s capability to significantly enhance operational
efficiency. Additionally, the reduction in maximum actuator
voltage by as much as 51.1% highlights CCD’s role in improv-
ing system safety and longevity. This research underscores the
importance of integrating CCD from the outset, promoting a
more adaptable, efficient, and safer system design approach,
and marks a significant advancement in system optimisation
techniques, advocating for its early incorporation.
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